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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Simon Lightwood MP

Minister for Local Transport and Sustainability
Department for Transport

By Email

Our Ref: EC21448/EG 11 August 2026
Dear Simon,

Re: Driving test waiting times

| have been contacted by one of my constituents regarding the current driving test waiting
times for the Hereford Driving Test Centre. The current waiting time for provisional drivers
in Herefordshire is 16.5 weeks, which is higher than the national average of 11 weeks.

Given that Herefordshire is a rura constituency with limited public transport connections,
access to driving tests are an incredibly important factor when it comes to employment
opportunities, accessing education and healthcare, as well as maintaining independence.
Please can you outline what measures the Department for Transport has implemented to
ensure that these waiting times are reduced and that staff retention in testing centres is
prioritised.

Yours sincerely,
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Dr Ellie Chowns MP
Member of Parliament for North Herefordshire

Dr Ellie ChownsMP
Member of Parliament for North Herefordshire
House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA
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