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Member of Parliament for North Herefordshire
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA



Bridget Phillipson
Minister for Women and Equalities
(by email)

10th June 2026

Dear Bridget,

I am writing to you today to represent the concerns of the 41 constituents who have written to me in alarm and dismay at the recently published EHRC Draft Code of Practice for services, public functions and associations, 2026. My constituents have described it as “regressive”, “authoritarian” and “just the first [step] down a very dangerous anti-trans path.” I urge you to listen to their concerns, and to allow a free vote in Parliament on whether to accept the EHRC guidance.  In writing to you I seek to amplify the voices of those most affected; it is essential that trans people’s voices are heard and responded to.

My constituents are extremely disappointed by the quality of the guidance. They felt that although the changes had “promised clarity”, the guidance is “confusing, vague and sometimes contradictory”. Two examples given were whether it would be possible even to organise a something as innocuous as a trans-inclusive coffee morning, and that “a trans woman in a relationship with a cis woman is no longer protected as a lesbian couple.” Another constituent expressed their fear that the guidance will cause discrimination against them in searching for employment as businesses have to “worry about the legal consequences of hiring [them] due to the incredibly vague notion of what's allowed under this guidance”. These constituents were also horrified at the absence of trans people’s voices in developing the guidance.

Another key source for concern was the risk that the guidance would cause exclusion and trans people “being pushed out of public life”. One trans person shared that the bathroom ban suggests they are “pre-assumed to be a predator to women,” and another shared that trans women they know are “now considering crowdfunding for feminization surgery, because what a ‘woman’ looks like is being policed.” Fear for personal safety was a particularly worrying theme in many of my constituents’ emails. One constituent said that the bathroom ban presents “huge threats to [their] physical safety”. Another shared that they feel they will “not be able to go out in public for fear of harassment… the anxiety is through the roof.” Sadly, one constituent said simply: “I no longer feel safe in my own country.”  Reading such emails I feel deeply saddened – indeed angered – that my neighbours, friends, and constituents have been made to feel this way.

As such, constituents shared that they or trans people they know are considering leaving or have already left the country. A key reason for this is that the UK’s standards for upholding the rights of LGBTQIA+ people is slipping relative to our European neighbours. One constituent said “We used to be world leading in human rights and trans rights, but the ILGA rainbow map shows we have been consistently slipping. We are now only better than a handful of places we would not want to be aligned with in any other way.  The EU, The UN, and most of the developed world are looking on in horror at these developments.” Another constituent noted that even in the ‘Red States’ in the USA, the ‘bathroom ban’ is limited to government and school buildings, rather than all public spaces as the EHRC guidance suggests.

Finally, my constituents highlighted the harmful unintended consequences this guidance would have on cis-gender women and intersex people. A constituent noted that the guidance “tells organisations to make decisions based on ‘physique or physical appearance’, which the impact assessment acknowledges risks increased harassment of anybody who doesn’t conform to traditional gender norms - not just trans people.” Building on this, “tall women, butch women, women with short hair - all are going to be directly affected by this law as it puts suspicion on everyone who doesn't conform to one traditional way of presenting,” and “this guidance seems to forget that intersex people exist, and puts them in an impossible situation.”

I strongly urge you to listen to the voices of my constituents and the many other trans people who feel that the EHRC guidance represents a serious retrograde step and who are afraid of the impact of the implementation of this guidance on their lives. My trans constituents – and indeed anyone who does not conform to traditional gender norms – deserve to live in dignity, free from invasive policing of their bodies and appearances, and to feel they are safe from harassment and discrimination. For this reason, I support calls for cross-party scrutiny of the Gender Recognition Act and the Equality Act 2010, and urge you to allow full parliamentary scrutiny, debate and a free vote on whether to accept the revised Code of Practice. 

Thank you for your attention on this matter, and I look forward to receiving a response. 

Yours sincerely, 
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Ellie Chowns MP 
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