To: Simon Lightwood MP, Minister for Transport
From: Ellie Chowns MP
Subject: Concessionary Bus Passes
Date: 30 April 2025
Dear Simon,
Thank you for meeting with me to discuss three key transport issues raised with me by residents in my constituency, North Herefordshire.
Young people dropping out of college (or reluctant to register) due to transport problems. 
As of March 2025, 21 young people had had to drop out of Hereford Sixth Form College due to transport problems, relating to 1) unreliable train services, especially Worcester-Hereford; 2) unreliable bus services in many locations; 3) bus services being withdrawn e.g. across Powys border and 4) affordability of travel; a student bus pass costs £1000 per year in Herefordshire. 
Specific request to government: Introduce free bus travel for under-22s, as has been successfully done in Scotland (https://www.transport.gov.scot/concessionary-travel/under-22s-free-bus-travel/) 
Disabled adults restricted from accessing work, education and social opportunities by bus pass time limits
Mencap Herefordshire have powerfully advocated to me for the removal of time limits on disabled people’s concessionary bus passes.  These limits generally restrict disabled people’s bus passes to after 0930, representing a significant barrier to disabled people’s access to work, education, and social opportunities.  The cost of removing this restriction would be comparatively very low, and the benefits would be very large.  Currently, a couple of authorities (Yorkshire and Norfolk) have done this, but it would be far more efficient and fairer to do this on a national basis. 
Specific request to government: Remove the time restriction on disabled people’s bus passes, nationwide.
Young people in care and care leavers unable to afford travel.
I volunteer with a young person in care, who lives 10 miles from her college.  She has explained to me how expensive it is to access college.  Young people in care and care leavers do not have the same sort of family support to e.g. learn to drive that many other young people receive from their families.  Councillors and MPs have corporate parental responsibility for these young people who need our support to be able to access opportunities – especially important given the disadvantages they have previously faced. 
Specific request to government: Introduce free bus passes for young people in care and care leavers up to age 25. 
I look forward to discussing these matters with you and hope for a positive response!
With best wishes,
Ellie Chowns MP
